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Maria Michalski
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Maria Michalski is one of the
plaintiffs represented by
NELC in the lawsuit against
PMC, Inc, a Chicago com-
pany charged with polluting
the Little Calumet River and
contributing to air pollution
insurrounding neighborhoods.

Maria is a member of the 1li-
nois Public Interest Research
Group and Citizens for a Bet-
ter Environment, two grass-
roots environmental organi-
zations that are also plaintiffs
in the lawsuit. She monitors
pollutiononthe Calumet River
for the Cook County Clean
Streams Committee.

NELC: How did you get
involved in environmen-
tal issues?

Maria Michalski: I was
raised on the South Side of
Chicago, close to Lake
Michigan. When you grow
up close to the water, you
think of it as your own. I
always thought of it as my
lake, my river.

Ikept seeing all of the prob-
lems that factories dump-
ingontothelake cause: gar-
bage washing up on the
shore, oil slicks on theriver,
PCBs accumulating in the
fish. Peoplecareabout these
problems. We staged a
clean-up march and wrote
letters to try to get things
fixed.

NELC: Describe your
present role with the
Cook County Clean
Streams Committee.

Maria Michalski: TheCook
County Clean Streams
Committee members are
each assigned different lo-
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cal waterways to monitor,
to check for dumping and
serious erosion.

I own a boat that I have
used on the Calumet River
for many years. Because of
my familiarity with the
river, I was assigned to
monitorit.linspecttheriver
for pollution problems
twice amonth and send re-
ports to the Committee.

NELC: How has the Calu-
met River changed since
you first started using it?

Maria Michalski: Withmy
family, [used totakeasmall
boatdown theriver, catcha
fish, pull over to the
riverbank and fry it for
lunch.

NowIdon’tdothatbecause
I don’t want to come into
contact with the water. I
don’t have picnics on the
riverbank because they are
covered with dead vegeta-
tion and slime.

I see pollution in the river
every time I travel by boat.
Frequently, thewater emits
afoul-smelling odor. Some-
times it smells like chemi-
cals, other times like raw
sewage. The water is dark
and murky. Sometimes oil
slicks float on its surface.

The pollution is worst in
front of, and downstream
from, the water treatment
facility intowhich PMC dis-
charges its waste.

NELC: What do you feel
are the prospects of clean-
ing up the river?

Maria Michalski: It's an
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uphill struggle to get any-
thing to happen. The big
businesses that pollute the
river, like PMC, care more
about their profits than our
environment, and the poli-
ticians are often too busy
with their own agendas to
stop them.

That’s why it’s really won-
derful when we get help
from an organization like
NELC. As residents, we
know these companies
have to stop polluting our
river. NELC, with its access
to the courts and its ability
to do research, can make
that happen.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
NELC has helped residents in
many communities across the
country battle illegal pollut-
ers and win settlements that
have forced the polluters to
comply with the law and pay
penalties to help restore and
preserve the areas they have
damaged. If you suspect that
your community may be
threatened by illegal pollution,
contact NELC at (617) 422-
0880. &

“As residents, we
know these com-
panies have to stop
polluting our river.
NELC can make
that happen.”



