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Wendall Chin is an organizer
with the San Francisco Bay
Advocates for Environmental
Rights(SAFER!),agrassroots
organization fighting toxic pol-
lution of San Francisco Bay.
SAFER! works with immi-
grant workers, people of color,
and low-income communities,
many of whom fish the Bay for
food and recreation and are
directly threatened by pollu-
tion of the Bay. NELC’s ongo-
ing suit against Shell Oil ad-
dresses one of the Bay's more
serious problems, selenium
pollution. NELC spoke with
Myr. Chin about the impact of
selenium and other toxic
chemicals on San Francisco
Bay and Bay Area residents.

Describe SAFERY s role in
fighting the pollution of
the Bay.

Many environmental
groups fight pollution of
the Bay in different ways.
SAFER!'s particular role is
in organizing a grassroots,
community-based re-
sponse to the threat of toxic
pollution. Our membersare
peoplewhohave fished the
Bay for food and fun, and
also people who live in the
area. Webringinimmigrant
workers, communities of
color and low-income com-
munities in our work.

Describe the state of San
Francisco Bay.

The Bay is one huge toxic
hot spot; it's dirty and pol-
luted. Years of research by
Citizens for a Better Envi-
ronment reveal that there
are more than 35 areas of
toxic concern throughout
the Bay. Portions of the Bay
are federally designated

toxic hot spots under the
Clean Water Act and nu-
merous Superfund sites
exist throughout the area.
There are more than 300
industrial dischargers and
50sewage treatmentplants
poisoning the Bay, with
more than 30,000 pounds
of 65 toxic pollutants
dumped into the Bay daily.
Healthwarningshavebeen
issued by the govermment
advising people not to eat
fishand/or animals due to
toxic poisoning.

What problems are your
membersexperiencing be-
cause of this pollution?

Toxic contamination can
have acute and chronic ef-
fects on the human body.
People who have been eat-
ing toxicfishformanyyears
might not realize that the
reasonwhy theirkidsaren’t
learning so well in school
could be due to increased
levels of mercury in their
system. Some SAFER!
members and other folks
on the fishing piers have
experienced skin rashes,
upset stomachs and slight
dizziness at times. Some
members have stopped
fishing, even though they
had planned to sell the fish
to make money or had
given it away to people in
the community as food.
Others continue to fish, but
with more caution and less
frequency.

What problems are being
found with Bay fish?

Some people have been
catching fish with tumors,
lesions, sores and worms,
as well as fish that have a

“gasoline” smell once cut
open. One of our demands
has been for the govern-
ment to test the fish that
peoplecatchand eatfortox-
ics. The government has
now agreed to and begun
conducting these tests,
which will examine 6 types
of fish for more than 24
chemicals.

What can be done about
the state of San Francisco
Bay?

Webelieve that youneed to
goto thesource of the prob-
lem, which is the polluters.
SAFER! believes that pol-
luters need to be account-
able to local communities.
This means they mustmeet
the demands of the com-
munities — clean up all
toxic chemicals that enter
ourBay; provideshort-term
loans for small businesses
that don’t have the re-
sources to implement ad-
vanced clean-up measures;
allow for community par-
ticipation in the plans and
focus on prevention of pol-
lution from the source.
People should also get in-
volved in local efforts that
demand accountability
from polluters. ¢

“Some people have
been catching fish
with tumors, le-
sions, sores and
worms, as well as
fish that have a
‘gasoline’ smell
once cut open.”

For more information, contact
Citizens for a Better Environ-
ment/SAFER! at 501 Second St.,
Suite 305, San Francisco, CA
94107, (415) 243-8373.



